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Feels like Fall! 
Our leaves are changing, temperatures are falling, and the students are 
back!  We are so excited to have our families return to Wakanda.  An 
annual tradition in our third grade is the chance to make homemade 

salsa from our school garden.  This past week our students cut up 
tomatoes, peppers, and onions, ending with the reward of eating 

homemade salsa and chips!    There were lots of smiles (and tears from 
the onions) as students tested their culinary skills! 

Important Dates to Remember…
10/2 - PTO meeting @ 6:30pm (childcare provided) 
10/9 - 5th grade hosts Stout Ale House night 5-8pm 
10/11 - Picture Retake Day 
10/10 & 10/15 - Parent/Teacher conferences 
10/17 & 10/18 - NO SCHOOL 
10/28 - STEAM Night 5-6:30pm 

4th/5th  Field Trip 

Our 4th and 5th grade 
students will be traveling to 
MHS on October 2nd to view 
the Woodland Sky Native 
American Dance Company.  
This group is traveling to 
Menomonie and offering all 
students in grades 4-12 an 
opportunity to learn more 
about Native American 
culture.   

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

October 10th and 15th are Fall 
Parent/Teacher conferences.  
Families are invited back into 
classrooms to meet with 
teachers and discuss their 
student’s progress.   

PTO Meeting 

Come see what PTO is all 
about at our first meeting on 
10/2 @ 6:30pm.  Childcare will 
be provided and there is no 
pressure….we promise!  Can’t 
make this meeting?  No 
worries, you are welcome any 
time your schedule permits.  
We hope to see you there!
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Grade Level News 

In Kindergarten, we have been busy 
creating relationships with our 
classmates through work and play!  
We have also been learning how to 
use our new school supplies and 
materials through Guided 
Discoveries.  Teachers spent time 
introducing us to school-wide 
expectations and the children have 
helped create classroom rules.  These 
common expectations allow 
everyone to play and learn as 
members of a safe and caring 
community of Wakanda Stars!    

In first grade we have spent the past 
weeks getting to know each other 
and creating classroom communities 
where each one of us feels safe, 
welcome and is ready for learning. 
We have established classroom rules, 
learned our friends names, and 
practiced Wakanda expectations in 
all areas of the building. Readers 
workshop is off to a great start as we 
learn and practice building good 
reading habits as first graders. We 
ended the month with an exciting 
apple day. Making applesauce, 
creating apple prints and apple 
graphing wrapped up our 1st month 
of the new school year.  

The second graders are working on 
learning how to choose books that 
are the perfect level and increasing 
stamina for reading.  In math we have 
been focusing on place value 
(understanding numbers and their 
values) and working on building 
fluency with our math facts.  Last, in 
social studies we have been focusing 
on learning about farming. We 
learned about the crops that farmers 
grow and the process of food from 
farm to table.   

Counseling News! 
Hello! My name is Nicole Fletcher and I am your school counselor here at Wakanda. 
Every other week I will be in your child's classrooms doing a variety of guidance 
lessons (K-5). Here is what we covered in September and what we will be discussing 
in October:

K - Intro to school counselor, Kindness, Manners, Respect/Listening

1st - Intro to school counselor, Respect/Manners, Kindness, Tattling vs. Telling

2nd - Intro to school counselor, Kindness, Respect, Responsibility

3rd - Intro to school counselor, Kindness, Respect, Listening

4th - Intro to school counselor, Empathy, Goal Setting (2 lessons)

5th - Intro to school counselor, Kindness/Respect, Bullying/Gossip, Following 
Directions/Listening

Elementary Counselors… 

…see children individually and in small groups on a short term basis.

…facilitate classroom guidance activities for all students.

…work with teachers, administrators and community agencies.

…work with parents to help their children achieve their fullest academic,     
  social, and emotional potential.

The elementary counselor …encourages parent involvement.   Parents 
are invited to contact their child's counselor with any concerns, input and/or requests 
for assistance regarding their children.

An elementary school counselor helps… 

…children develop a better understanding and acceptance of themselves.

…children cope with family changes.

…children develop decision making and problem solving skills.

…students understand themselves in relation to their own career  
  development.

…parents understand their child's emotions, behaviors and learning styles  
  and assist them in meeting their child's needs.

…teachers and administrators in understanding and meeting the needs of  
  all students in intellectual, personal, social and emotional areas.

…parents and teachers together develop services to make the school an  
  optimal learning environment.
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Color Families, Star Squads, and Family 
Meetings! 

So by now you have likely heard us or your child talk about the 
color families at Wakanda.  So what does this really mean?   

Last year, a few staff members got together and started 
working on how we could foster more relationships with 
students.  The goal?  To build more positive interactions 

between students and staff.  During the course of the year, 
the idea evolved into what we now are calling our color 

families, star squads, and family meetings.   

Simply put, all of us are a family.  We have a school song, we 
meet monthly as a building, and we celebrate as a group.  We 

broke up the family into four colors: blue, yellow, red and 
green.  Each family has a cheer, adult role models, and we do 
activities as a color family; last year we competed in a big 

tug-of-war competition.  We also hold each other accountable 
for our school expectations, play games and fun activities 
throughout the year, and get to know more than just the 

students at our grade level.  Lastly, every adult in the building 
is in charge of a star squad (we are Wakanda Stars, after all).  

Each squad has two students from each grade level and we 
meet each month with our squads to do special activities, play 
games, secret handshakes, and high fives.  We have written 
letters to soldiers, painted rocks, and participated in a spring 

carnival.  We keep the same star squad members as they move 
through their grades.  Each year the squad gets two new 
kindergarten students when two fifth graders “graduate.”   

So, why do we do this?  To make sure that students know there 
are MANY caring adults that know and acknowledge them; 
these individuals give students more people to reach out to 
when they need to talk to someone.  Our soul purpose is to 

proactively meet the needs of our students through 
relationships with kids.   

Tonight ask your child about our star squads, color families, 
and family meetings.  What do they think?  Are they liking 

this opportunity to meet new students, different staff 
members and do fun activities together?   

We’d love your feedback.  

Grade Level News (cont.) 

Third Grade has begun learning how to write 
cursive letters.  In math, students are learning 
about multiplication and division. In Science 
we are learning about water and climate. We 
also made and ate salsa using our tomatoes and 
onions we grew in our school garden.   Look 
for more information to come home in the 
next couple weeks regarding time and date of 
Grandparents’ Day 2019!   

This month in 4th grade has been all about 
establishing routines and expectations.  We 
are off to a GREAT start!  The kids are 
working hard, and are excited about digging 
into our 4th grade curriculum.  We are 
looking forward to a FANTASTIC year!

5th Grade continues to amaze us with their 
stamina in both Reading and Writing 
Workshops.  All three classrooms are well 
over 30 minutes!  We are also serious about 
growing new pathways in our brains and 
knowing that mistakes are beautiful!  We 
believe in the Power of Yet!  The annual 5th 
Grade Camp-out is set for Wednesday, 
September 25 and Thursday, September 26.  
Our campers will be living the dream out at 
our beautiful Bjornson Environmental Site 
hiking, building, studying, writing, and 
enjoying all that Mother Nature has to offer 
this fall!  Thank you to all who have helped 
us prepare for this great adventure!  

SAVE THE DATE! 

STEAM FAMILY NIGHT AT WAKANDA 
ELEMENTARY

Monday, October 28th, 2019

5:00-5:30pm meal served

5:30-6:30 STEAM activities

WHAT IS STEAM?

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
Mathematics all rolled into one fun evening! 

Some of the STEAM night activities will 
include:

 *HOW TO NAVIGATE A REAL ROBOT

*3D PENS: MAKE YOUR OWN ART!

*AUGMENTED REALITY COLORING

*GREEN SCREEN DEMONSTRATION

*RUBIK'S CUBE ART

*NINJA WARRIOR COURSE

...AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
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